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Motivated by our different
religious traditions, we believe
that attitudes, priorities, and

institutions can be changed to
reflect a just and democratic
use of the universes bounty;

we believe in the value of work
that contributes to the

common good; and in the
healing influence of respect
for the differences as well as

the commoness of human
experience.

THIS IS SOCIALISM
The Stockholm Declaration of The Socialist International

I. GLOBAL CHANGE AND FUTURE PROSPECTS

1. The idea of Socialism has caught the imagination of people across the world,
promoted successful political movements, decisively improved the lives of working men
and women, and contributed to shaping the 20th century.

However, justified satisfaction about the realisation of many of our goals should not
prevent us from clearly recognising present dangers and problems. We are aware that
essential tasks still lie ahead which we can master only through common action, since
human survival increasingly depends upon the joint efforts of people around the world.

2. Current economic, technological, political and social changes reflect a profound
transformation of our world. The fundamental issue we now face is not whether there will
be change in future years, but rather who is going to control it and how. The socialist
answer is unequivocal. It is the people of the world who should
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THIS IS NOT SOCIALISM — THIS IS COMMUNISM:
“The proletariat will use its political supremacy to wrest by
degrees all capital from the bourgeoisie, to centralize all
instruments of production in the hands of the State....In this
sense the theory of the Communists may be summed up in
the single  phrase: Abolition of private property.”

The Communist Manifesto
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, 1848

Editor’s Note: Why have we highlighted this juxtaposition,
this stark contrast between socialism and communism? For
good reason. Almost without being aware of it, by a kind of
secret seduction, DSA has been and continues to be
infiltrated by thinking based on and inspired by these words
from the Manifesto.

In past years we have noted at least two prominent leaders
of DSA who have put in writing their agreement with the
notion that private property in production should be
abolished. I doubt if either of them were aware that worker
and consumer cooperatives  are forms of private property.
Marx himself seems to have been  unaware of it, because he
too favored such cooperatives as long as they are “the
independent creation of the workers and not protegés either
of the government or of the bourgeois”. This is a statement
from The Critique of the Gotha Programme and it is not only
inconsistent with the above quote from the Manifesto but
also with his Address to the Workingmen’s International in
which he said that “cooperative labor

cont’d on page 2

Impressed, and depressed, by how few American socialists have ever read the
Socialist International’s Stockholm Declaration, we have decided to perform a
public service by reprinting the document in its entirety. Our purpose is to
provide and answer to the question, “What is socialism really?”

cont’d on page 11
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ought to be developed to national dimensions and therefore fostered by national
means”. This kind of careless, contradictory thinking may explain similar confusion
among his disciples. There is no need to name the two DSA leaders who wanted to
abolish private property. The main threat, the most seductive seducer, is not a
member of DSA. In fact, he is not a member of any socialist party, not even in his
native France. He is Daniel Singer, the brilliant European correspondent of The
Nation. He has also been the featured speaker at the last two Socialist Scholars
Conferences in New York, which are organized by DSA. And DSA leaders have been
gushing over his new book, Whose Millennium? Theirs or Ours?

A Democratic Communist

Singer is no advocate of Soviet-style communism, which he blisters in his book. He
is a democratic communist and he lays it out in his chapter, “A Society of Equals”,
notably pp. 228-234.

There he gives us a vision of a society without private ownership of productive
property and also without any “hierarchical” arrangements by which some people
boss other people around. He too doesn’t seem to have noticed that a workers
cooperative is not only private property, but that no cooperative has ever been
successful that did not give somebody authority to boss other people around. Nicely,
of course.

We also have another seductive seducer here in the U.S. That is the magazine
Monthly Review, whose press published Whose Millennium?. Take the issue of
March, 2000, which features the article “Rekindling Socialist Imagination” by two
Canadians, Leo Panitch, a professor at York University, and Sam Gindin, chief
economist of the Canadian Auto Workers. This is their conclusion:

...You simply cannot have private property in the means of production, finance,
exchange and communication and at the same time have an unalienated, socially
just and democratic social order;....you cannot begin to approach a utopia on the
basis of the acquisitive and competitive drive.

Earlier they try to recruit Thomas More as a Marxist before Marx. They quote
Hythloday, the fictional narrator in Utopia, “...You’ll never get a fair distribution of
goods, or a satisfactory organization of human life, until you abolish private property
altogether.”

They fail to note that More, who was a character in his own book, immediately
responded, “On the contrary, it seems to me that men cannot live well where all
things are in common....The hope of gain will not drive them; they will rely on others
and become lazy.”

Paul Sweezy and Monthly Review

The history of Monthly Review is worth noting. Paul Sweezy, another brilliant and
also admirable man, started out as an instructor in the Harvard economics
department. (In 1933 I studied economics with his brother Alan, also an instructor
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there.) In 1948 Paul was active in the Progressive Party’s
campaign to elect Henry Wallace, a project conceived
and carried to futility by the Communist Party. Paul
founded Monthly Review in 1949 and for 21 years was
in varying degrees a supporter of the Soviet Union. In
1970 he made a clean break and denounced the Soviets
as taking “the road back to class domination.” He is
another democratic communist and as of 1998 he was a
member of DSA.

He recently celebrated his 90th birthday and in the issue
of April, 2000, Monthly Review reprints an article
Sweezy wrote in 1972. It concludes with the statement
that a livable society “requires not only public
ownership of land but also socialization of the entire
investment process so that production can be guided not
by profit but for the satisfaction of human needs.”
Averting our eyes from the grim spectacle of family
farmers being pushed off their land, we might note a
phrase that reminds one of the Socialist International’s
Frankfurt Declaration of 1951, the year it was reborn and
began to shake off Marxist domination. The Declaration
includes this sentence, which we applauded in a
previous issue:

While the guiding principle of capitalism is private
profit, the guiding principle of socialism is the
satisfaction of human  needs.

What Are the Differences?

How do Sweezy’s, and Singer’s, versions differ from that
of the Frankfurt and Stockholm Declarations? As follows:

1. Neither Declaration calls for the abolition of private
property in land or other instruments of production. See
Stockholm No. 59: “...While nationalization in some
circumstances may be necessary, it is not by itself a
sovereign remedy for social ills....Neither private nor
state ownership by themselves guarantee either
economic efficiency or social justice.”

2. Neither Declaration calls for the state’s total takeover
of investment. Stockholm No. 60 calls only for “public
supervision of investment”.

3. Singer’s book and speeches, of which I have heard
three, all ride on the assumption that free markets are
bad and synonymous with Thatcher-Reagan neo-
liberalism, that ugly and confusing expression.
(Liberalism good, neo-liberalism bad.) See Stockholm
Nos. 62, 63, 64 and 76, in which markets are assumed
to be okay if properly regulated.

4. Both SI Declarations start from the assumption that

private ownership of productive property and a fair profit
can be justified when they stimulate production and do
not prevent “the  satisfaction of human needs”. Which
they frequently do, and do not.

Harrington, a Sensible Marxist

Michael Harrington, one of the principal authors of the
Stockholm  Declaration, was a Marxist, but that rare
phenomenon, a Marxist who was not only an
impassioned democrat but gifted with the insights of
common sense. He therefore broke with Marx on the
quotations that head this article. He made that clear in
his book, Socialism, where he quotes Jean Jaurès, the
French socialist leader who was assassinated in 1914: 

Delivering men to the state, conferring upon the
government the effective direction of the nation’s work,
giving it the right to direct all the functions of labor,
would be to give a few men a power compared to which
that of the Asiatic despots is nothing, since their power
stops at the surface of the society and does not regulate
economic life.

In other words, democratic communism is an oxymoron,
a contradiction in terms. As Stalin and Mao have proven.

Harrington died in 1989, Irving Howe in 1993. Since
then it is difficult to see anyone in the socialist
movement in this country who has their intellectual and
moral authority, and also their gift of common sense.
Religious socialists might do well to have recourse to
prayer.

A Swan Song of Sorts

This is my last issue as a co-editor. Advanced age is
taking its toll. Fortunately, we have good folks to carry
on. Before readers celebrate with the glad cry, “We

won’t have Cort to kick Marx
around anymore!”, not so fast. I
hope to continue as a contributor. 

And yes, I am voting for Gore, but
with no semblance of enthusiasm. I
tend to go with the AFL-CIO and
our DSA comrade, John Sweeney.
Except that I voted for McCain in
the primary.

John C. Cort

Back issues of RS are now available 
on our web site!

www.dsausa.org/rs



In 1976 I urged my comrades to support Jimmy Carter
without illusions. This year we face the prospect of
voting for Gore without enthusiasm. Even Gore’s
justifiable criticism of Bush’s plans to privatize Social
Security smack of a cautious conservatism (it’s too
risky).

If we can’t rally for Gore, we must mount the barricades
to defeat Bush. From the death penalty to his embrace
of the Republican right, George W. gives us ample
reason to oppose him. I want to focus on one issue that
won’t get much attention in the press: union-busting.
Texas has applied for a federal waiver to contract out all
its welfare administration to Lockheed. When Clinton’s
Department of Health and Human Services denied the
waiver, Republicans denounced the decision as a sell-
out to the union bosses at AFSCME and SEIU. President
George W. Bush, with a Republican majority in
Congress, will begin an assault on public employee
unions. Large corporations are waiting in the wings to
profit on privatized public services. Weakening of the
public employee unions would cripple efforts to
revitalize the labor movement. George W. and his
backers know that. They see a strategic opening. We
must deny them that chance.

— Jack Clark is a former national director of DSOC/DSA
and a contributing editor of Religious Socialism
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As of now I plan to vote for Ralph Nader. We need a
viable third party on the ballot, and this attempt appears
to have a possibility of making the required 5 percent.
As long as the Democratic Party mirrors the Republican
Party in its ties to Wall Street and the elite special
interests, it does not represent me or my priorities.

My priorities are based on the Old Testament prophets
and Jesus’ teachings, that as a society we are responsible
for the least among us: the children, the infirm, the poor,
as well as the alien and the stranger.

If we placed greater emphasis on such justice, I believe
we would not need our military or prison industrial
complexes. If we invested in education and good health
care, affordable housing and a diversity of meaningful
employment, we would not need our billions for the
drug war. If we promoted justice and development
throughout the world — people before profits — we
would not need the billions for bullets and bombs.

— Tharen Robson lives in Wisconsin and is a member
of the executive committee of the Religion and
Socialism Commission.

JACK CLARK

Stop Union
Busting: Vote
For Gore

THAREN ROBSON

We Need A
Third Party,
Vote Nader
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I will vote for Gore and urge others to vote for Gore.
Rather than focus on the negatives of the Democratic
candidate I will stress the four — maybe eight — years
of influence the new president will have on such things
as judicial appointments. I will argue that Gore can
block the attempts of the Radical Right to gain even
more power in rolling back the gains of the last half
century. The left critique, and that of the print media,
could backfire with this focus on Gore’s limitations. Yes,
I’d prefer Bill Bradley, but I’m a pragmatic realist.
Conservatives of all stripes, and the Right in particular,
are effectively mobilizing the resentment of the cynical
American public on the national, state and local levels.
We must halt the hard right turn of the Republicans and
George W. Bush.

— Loretta Williams is director of the Myers Center for
the Study of Bigotry and Human Rights at Boston
University.

My position won’t be of much help to anyone: that is,
the American office of President is deeply flawed, and
should not be advocated in any way by socialists. A
chief executive officer empowered by an electoral
college, independent of a representative assembly, is not
the socialist way of doing things. We’re not supposed to
go in for the notion that a “man on a white horse” will
solve our problems for us. Further, the dominance of
money in US politics ensures that we will not likely ever
have a viable candidate we can support.

Non-viable candidates from marginal third-party groups
are like feathers falling in a lonely forest. Even for those
who are listening the sound is barely audible, and the
entire effort is more than a bit disingenuous, as it sells
false hope to the supporters of those groups.

So what to do in November? People who feel they must
cast a pragmatic vote will dust off the same old
arguments about vetoes  and appointments to the
Supreme Court, and begrudgingly pull the lever for
Gore.

I won’t. For me the most important thing is that the
makeup of Congress be changed, but as I have an
entrenched Democratic incumbent as my
representative, Election Day will be a rather predictable
bore. My advice to RS readers who want to atone for
voting for bad Democrats: Send a check to Bernie
Sanders.

— Andrew Hammer is a co-editor of RS and a member
of the National Political Committee of DSA.

LORETTA WILLIAMS

Pragmatic
Realist For
Gore

ANDREW HAMMER

Send A Check
To Bernie
Sanders

RABBI ARNOLD JACOB WOLF

Time To Mourn,
But God Still Rules

Pace Joe Hill, it is time not to organize, but to mourn.
Offered  two major candidates of surpassing mediocrity
and a divided, disorganized left, we have no place to
run to. It is partly our own fault. We have not raised up
disciples, but rather nourished narcissism. We have
worked, prayed and thought too little. But God still
rules, and in some messianic future, we’ll have real
candidates who offer us real programs of peace and
justice. Won’t we?

— Rabbi Arnold Jacob Wolf presides over the KAM
Isaiah Israel Congregation in Chicago.

Hammer /Religious Socialism
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It is June 23. The presidential election is four and a half
months away. Today’s New York Times reports that
Ralph Nader’s 7 percent at the polls could be a
significant threat to Al Gore in a few key states, and that
Nader’s opposition to the China deal has gained him
some real support in the labor movement. Shades of
1948, when Henry Wallace’s Progressive Party (which I
supported as a Penn undergraduate) seemed a threat to
Truman? Meanwhile, as The Times also reported last
week, conditions of working people — red, brown,
black and white — in the stench and danger-ridden
packing houses of Georgia are just as bad as ever. As
usual, religious socialists are faced with Reinhold
Niebuhr’s paradigm of human history: ambiguity. What
to do? So here’s my secret (for this select readership
only). I am going to threaten publicly to vote for Nader
— and I hope we all do — in the hope that it will force
Gore to move a little in our direction. But in the privacy
of the booth I am not going to do anything that might
help elect the lethal-injection butcher from Texas.

— Harvey Cox, author of many books, teaches theology
at Harvard Divinity School.  

I will vote for Gore, regardless of who runs on the left
and regardless of how much I respect Nader and others.

The political strategy I endorse is based on that enduring
necessity: being with “the Masses”. 

We are not at any genuine stage of “socialist struggle”,
or even  “class struggle” traditionally defined. This calls
for a political strategy capable of mobilizing significant

numbers of people across a multi-strata, multi-class
coalition — one captured by the perspective:
“Achieving a Socially Responsible Socio-economic
Society.”

This is not necessarily intended as a politically palatable
phrase for the struggle against capitalism — nor even an
anti-corporate strategy — but seeks to project a broad
pro-welfare state movement based on where the
mainstream is at the present time. Bush represents the
anti-welfare state movement, while Gore, in a weak and
contradictory fashion, represents the pro-welfare state
movement. So the victory of the Democratic Party is
meaningful, given the present constellation of popular
forces.

— Irving Weinstein is a veteran DSA activist and
champion of worker cooperatives and Jobs for All.

On Tuesday November 7, my choice is between Vice
President Gore and Ralph Nader. I like Nader’s 10-point
“agenda for a new democracy” (see the website at
www.votenader.org) because it expresses a vision of
how the American electorate — as citizens, not just irate
taxpayers — can be empowered to take ownership of
the government. A vote for Nader could help the Green
Party become a viable third party in the election of
2004. A strong third party on the left/progressive side of
the spectrum could make a difference, especially when
conservatives have not only the Republican Party but
also the Reform and Libertarian parties from which to
choose. 

A more serious problem for progressive activists is how
to defeat those right wing forces that are using
privatization schemes to continue the dismantling of
government programs helping working families and
poor people. With a pro-life Bush administration, we
can expect appointments to the court to overturn Roe v.
Wade, more prisons, more corporate welfare, and more
damage to the environment. Bush says he is a
“compassionate conservative” influenced by the

HARVEY COX

Threaten for
Nader, Vote
For Gore

IRVING WEINSTEIN

Be With The Masses,
Vote For Gore

JUANITA WEBSTER

A Vote For
Nader Could
Help The Left
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philosophy of Jesus; I believe Jesus would have shown
compassion for Carla Faye Tucker and Gary Graham.
Unfortunately Gore also supports the death penalty, but
if the Democrats win the House, a Gore administration
offers the best chance to fight for working families.

— Juanita Webster is the Co-Chair of the Religion and
Socialism Commission, a member of DSA’s National
Political Committee and the Black Radical Congress.

I’ll likely vote for Nader. It’s a disappointment that he
didn’t challenge Gore/Bradley in the Democratic
primaries, but his presence in the race can still make a
point. It is that the fringe that is potentially popular is not
the fringe the media talks about (Pat Buchanan) but is
one squarely to the left of Gore/Bush.

Are there differences between Gore and Bush? In their
rhetoric, yes there are, but, like his mentor Clinton,
Gore is too willing, I am afraid, to compromise his
differences away.

— Rod Ryon is active in the Episcopal Church in
Baltimore. He is Co-Chair of the R&S Commission.

I intend to vote for Al Gore because I think he is the best
candidate likely to get elected and because he is a
member of the Democratic Party, which at its best
represents the decent and important values of justice
and fairness for all. 

Furthermore, Gore is running in the party that DSA is
committed to working within and the party within
which I am running for state representative from the
13th Middlesex District of Massachusetts. 

Ralph Nader is looking better all the time. I applaud the
good work that he and the Green Party have done —
particularly their work against the recently signed trade
agreement with China, but I know that Ralph Nader, like
Gore, has significant blemishes, and so I feel he is not
worth throwing my vote away on.

— Rev. Judy Deutsch is a Unitarian-Universalist
minister, a member of the R&S executive committee and
an RS contributing editor.

There is a branch of history devoted to what-ifs.
Historians spin out scenarios, such as. what if the South
had won the Civil War? What if Spain had stayed in
California? What if Texas were still part of Mexico?
What if the Archduke hadn’t been assassinated in 1914?

My personal what-if is, “What if more of us had voted
for Hubert Humphrey in 1968 instead of sitting it out?
The question still gets a no-win argument going in my
own house, where 32 years later neither adult regrets (a)
voting for the lesser of two evils, (b) not voting.

Would Cambodia have been spared? Would the
Supreme Court be more liberal? Would unions be
stronger? We’ll never know.

I have only two good reasons to vote for Al Gore: the
ghost of Richard Nixon and the thought of George W.
Bush.

— Maxine Phillips is a co-editor of RS and managing
editor of Dissent. 

JUDY DEUTSCH

The Democratic
Party Is Still
Our Party

MAXINE PHILLIPS

The Department
of What-Ifs

ROD RYON

Nader’s 
Presence Can 
Make A Point



In the early Eighties my wife Brenda delighted in telling
friends and relatives that Gary “believes in throwing
away his vote.” She found it hilarious that I voted for
Barry Commoner in the 1980 race and was prone to
vote for other third-party progressives and socialists.
Though I was a charter member of DSOC who
subscribed to Mike Harrington’s “left wing of
possibility” strategy, I always had a thoughtful rationale
for straying from Mike’s doctrine in the voting booth.

A typical rationale was, “If the Citizens Party can get 5
percent of the vote, they’ll qualify for matching funds
and then the left will have a shot at building a decent
third party!”

Brenda explained that I protected my idealism by giving
short shrift to political reality. She held that in real-world
politics, a reasonably liberal Democrat is as good as it
gets. Gradually I came to accept the same thing, even
though the people that I voted for increasingly took their
distance from liberalism, not to mention the democratic
socialist caucus in the Democratic Party that we
imagined ourselves to be building.

I shall vote for Al Gore with no more enthusiasm than I
mustered twice for Clinton. I hold to a faint hope that
Gore will prove to have more progressive convictions
on economic justice and environmental issues than
Clinton demonstrated, but even without this hope I
would vote for him anyway. I will probably even give
some time to getting out the vote for the Democratic
Party.

There are enough personal differences between Gore
and Clinton, I  believe, to view the prospect of a Gore
presidency with some relief. More importantly, there are
enough differences between Gore and Bush II to view
the prospect of another Bush presidency with dread.
Bush’s knowledge base is woefully lacking, especially in
foreign policy. On the whole he lacks intellectual
seriousness. His tax cut proposal is fiscally irresponsible
and politically regressive. Worse, as a Republican party

leader he is inevitably beholden (in his case deeply
beholden) to some of the country’s most reactionary
forces. Both candidates are beholden to big business,
but only one of them answers to the National Rifle
Association and the organized fundamentalist Right.

My beloved wife was a Presbyterian pastor and
community activist. On Good Friday, after ten years of
courageously fighting one cancer metastasis after
another, she lost her battle for life. With typical
wisecracking directness she tackled the “memorial
issue” in a request that was read at her funeral: “In lieu
of flowers, please vote for Democrats.” I have no hope
of matching her irrepressible spirit in the years that
remain to me, but I’ve fully absorbed from her the lesson
that faithfulness in politics is a matter of holding out for
whatever gains toward justice you can actually attain in
a field of compromises.

— Gary Dorrien is professor and chair of Religious
Studies at Kalamazoo College in Michigan. His most
recent book is The Barthian Revolt in Modern Theology.  

“Political homelessness” is still an apt description of the
situation facing Catholics with a “justice and peace”
orientation. We heard it first in the early Seventies, and
Margaret O’Brien Steinfels recently laid it out again in
the pages of Dissent. Once it meant that the Democrats
were with us on social justice questions, the
Republicans were sympathetic on “life” issues. We
knew there was a high degree of posturing on both
sides, and that only made our sense of powerlessness
more intense. 

Now things are much worse, as the Republicans
nationally have almost no redeeming qualities, touching
bottom on issues from defense through UN peace-
keeping to the death penalty. 

Congressional Democrats, God bless them, can still
limit the worst Republican assaults on the public
interest, but the party’s record on welfare, labor, the
environment, trade and the military is pretty awful. In
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the primaries both candidates held to Clinton priorities,
championed the death penalty (without an even “ain’t-
it-too-bad” shrug) and seemed on the verge of offering
bonuses for abortions.

So what to do? Do what we can to help Ralph Nader
and his friends  raise some issues, build local coalitions
to help politicians like my Congressman Jim McGovern
(like other young “old Democrats” unhelpful on
abortion, but great on almost all other issues) and
THINK harder about how to renew our political culture,
as with the organizing work of the Industrial Areas
Foundation, and how to connect the pockets of
authentically democratic work across the country. This
will mean real participation and shared responsibility.
From now on the key word, Catholic and political, has
to be democracy: who benefits? Who pays? Who says?

— David O’Brien is a contributing editor of RS and
director of the Center for Religion, Ethics and Culture at
the College of the Holy Cross.

The only two viable candidates will be George W. Bush
and Al Gore. There are two other candidates who will
obviously not be elected in 2000, but whom I could
vote for if I truly voted my conscience. They are Ralph
Nader, Green Party candidate, and David McReynolds,
candidate of the Socialist Party USA. 

I will do almost anything to keep Dubya out of office.

McReynolds’ heart is in the right place, but have you
read his speech declaring his candidacy? It rambles
worse than I do after several stiff drinks. Nader is more
focused and articulate. So I could vote for Ralph. I know
that if the Green Party gets a certain percentage of the
vote it well be eligible for federal funding in the next
presidential race. That would be a good thing. 

But if I vote for Nader and Dubya is elected I won’t be
able to look myself in the eye for four years. Should
Dubya be elected, he will be in a position to appoint a
number of Supreme Court justices. That would be a very
bad thing indeed. I don’t want that to happen. 

You know, I know, David McReynolds knows, Ralph
Nader knows that the McReynolds-Hollis ticket and the
Nader-LaDuke ticket do not stand a snowball’s chance
in Tulsa. So next November I will go into that voting
booth, hold my nose, do my duty and vote for Al Gore.

I will do almost anything to keep Dubya out of office. 

Lord, have mercy on us.

— Rev. David Seymour is a former co-editor of RS and
a United Church of Christ pastor who recently moved
from Pennsylvania to Tulsa, OK, “under the shadow of
Oral Roberts”.

When I was a child, I was frequently reminded that
“nobody is perfect”. That maxim has served me well
over the years as I have made assessments of people,
and it should serve me well as I cast my vote for Al
Gore.

Admittedly, the Gore campaign thus far has been less
than impressive. Thus far he has not been emerging as a
clear leader. But Gore is a person of substance and
commitment. His book, Earth in the Balance, shows
penetrating insights into the environmental problems
and their solutions. His on-going support for labor and
worker justice, and his commitment to racial and social
justice cannot be trivialized. Gore’s understanding of
the major issues of the day, such as foreign policy,
missile systems, and health care is impressive. He is a
person of depth, who is, unfortunately, being tarnished
by the negative feelings about Bill Clinton’s character.

Another factor influencing my vote is his opponent, who
has shown much less depth and grasp of the issues. But
you can be sure of one thing. If you think Gore is
ambivalent about transnational corporations, George W.
can be counted on to support and defend the
corporations under any and all circumstances. On this
he will show little or no ambivalence. Where do you
think the money is coming from?

DAVID SEYMOUR

Keep Dubya 
Out Of Office

NORM FARAMELLI

“Nobody Is
Perfect” — 
Vote for Gore
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I cannot conclude without saying that the prospects of a
Republican Congress and White House frighten me, not
only in terms of the type of legislation that will be
proposed, and opposed, but also because of Supreme
Court appointments, which will be crucial.

It is true: “nobody is perfect”. But one has to make the
best choice between the two candidates who are most
likely to occupy the White House during the next four
years. That is why I am voting for Al Gore.

— Rev. Norm Faramelli is an Episcopal minister and a
co-editor of Religious Socialism.

The main thing about the coming election is the critical
importance of winning the House of Representatives
from Republican control. This means for us in the 12th
District of New Jersey to re-elect Rush Holt, who won
this conservative district  two years ago from a right-
wing Republican named Pappas (he of twinkle-twinkle
Kenneth Starr fame). Holt is a physicist and one of the
most intelligent progressives to enter Congress in recent
years. Others must speak about their own home
grounds.

Only one warning about the presidential race, and it is
an old one. Gore is a middling politician who has
waffled or weakened on many important issues:
environment, health care, campaign finance reform,
world trade, and even Elian Gonzalez. But if we who
are to the left of him vote for Ralph Nader (which I
emotionally would like to do) or stay home or just
neglect to encourage friends who think as we do, to
vote, George Dubya Bush will be the next president.

We cannot afford this calamity, especially if both the
House and the Senate stay Republican. So support
Gore!. The moral and social health of the nation
depends on it.

— Charles West is a professor emeritus of Princeton
Theological Seminary.

As one who comes from a public administration and
government background, I can only think of who will
manage our poverty programs here and abroad, our
embassies and agencies, from labor to the arts, here and
around the world. 

To quote Billy Bragg, “We must be careful to elect
someone who will be all he could be” because our
president and his hired help represent all of us. Al Gore
will give us a staff that represents us and that we can be
proud of. There will be people in key positions that are
close to the type of policies that DSA espouses.

Work for Al Gore! Vote for him in November and give
him a hard time, from a position of strength, if elected,
he then betrays his ethos and the issues that we care for.

— Mark Finkel is an officer of both Long Island DSA and
ADA. He is also a member of the R&S Commission
executive.

CHARLES WEST

Focus on
Congress

MARK FINKEL

An Administrative
Perspective

Member ship has its re wards...

If you haven’t yet heard of it, 
or haven’t yet considered it,
now might be the time to think about 
a lifetime membership in the 
DSA Religion & Socialism Commission. 

For $100, your lifetime membership 
can support our efforts to maintain 
a voice of faith among the socialist left, 
a voice that has endured since 1975.

The R&S Commission is the only organization of
its kind in North America, and is sustained solely by
your membership dues. Please give a thought to
becoming a lifetme member today.

Contact: Lifetime Membership, 1 Maolis Road
Nahant, MA 01908 or religioussocialism@socialist.org
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exercise control by means of a more advanced democracy in
all aspects of life: political, social, and economic. Political
democracy, for socialists, is the necessary framework and
precondition for other rights and liberties.

3. All the peoples of the world should be involved in the
process of transforming our societies and promoting new
hope for humankind. The Socialist International calls on all
men and women committed to peace and progress to work
together in order to translate this hope into reality.

4. The challenge of global change opens up enormous
possibilities:

- The internationalisation of the economy and wide-spread
access to information and new technologies can, if brought
under democratic control, provide a basis for a world society
better suited to cooperation. It is obvious that a world family
is no longer a utopian dream, but, increasingly, a practical
necessity.

- The technological revolution can and should be used to
preserve the environment, create new employment and
provide the means to liberate people from routine work
rather than ruthlessly impose unwanted idleness.

- On the basis of suitable and humane democratic structures,
freedom, equality, security and prosperity can be achieved
within the framework of a democratic world society.

5. However, many current trends also give rise to
unprecedented threats:

- Proliferation of the technologies of destruction promote a
precarious balance of terror where there are inadequate
guarantees for the security of humankind.

- The physical conditions for life on the planet are threatened
by an uncontrolled urban and industrial expansion, the
degradation of the biosphere, and the irrational exploitation
of vital resources.

- Hunger, famine and death threaten whole regions and
communities in the South, even though the world has enough
natural and technical resources to feed itself.

6. This transformation of social and economic structures is at
least as dramatic and far-reaching as the transition from
laissez-faire to the corporate capitalism and colonialism of
pre-World War I days. The social cost of these
transformations - unemployment, regional decline,
destruction of communities - has affected not only the very
poor but also working people in general.

7. The rapid process of internationalisation and
interdependence in the world economy has given rise to

contradictions within existing political, social and national
institutions. This growing gap between an international
economy and inadequate international political structures
has been a contributory factor to the poverty and
underdevelopment of the South, as well as to mass
unemployment and new forms of poverty in many areas of
the North.

8. Real progress has been made since World War II in vital
areas such as decolonisation, the growth of the Welfare State
and, more recently, disarmament, where the first hopeful
steps have been taken. However, age-old injustices remain.
Human rights are still violated, racial and sex discrimination
are rife, and individual opportunities in life are still
determined by the region and class in which people are born.

9. Faced with such crucial issues, the Socialist International
reaffirms its fundamental beliefs. It is committed, as ever, to
the democratisation on a global scale of economic, social
and political power structures. The same principles and
political commitments which socialism has always held have
to be attained in a world that has changed radically since the
Frankfurt Declaration of 1951.

10. The Socialist International was founded a hundred years
ago in order to coordinate the worldwide struggle of
democratic socialist movements for social justice, human
dignity and democracy. It brought together parties and
organisations from different traditions which shared a
common goal: democratic socialism. Throughout their
history, socialist, social democratic and labour parties have
stood for the same values and principles.

11. Today the Socialist International combines its traditional
struggle for freedom, justice and solidarity with a deep
commitment to peace, the protection of the environment,
and the development of the South. All these issues require
common answers. To this end, the Socialist lnternational
seeks the support of all those who share its values and
commitment.

-----------------------

II. PRINCIPLES

Freedom, Justice and Solidarity

12. Democratic socialism is an international movement for
freedom, social justice and solidarity. Its goal is to achieve a
peaceful world where these basic values can be enhanced
and where each individual can live a meaningful life with the
full development of his or her personality and talents and
with the guarantee of human and civil rights in a democratic
framework of society.

13. Freedom is the product of both individual and
cooperative efforts - the two aspects are parts of a single
process. Each person has the right to be free of political

cont’d on next page

Stockholm Declaration
cont’d from page 1
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coercion and also to the greatest chance to act in pursuit of
individual goals and to fulfil personal potential. But that is
only possible if humanity as a whole succeeds in its long-
standing struggle to master its history and to ensure that no
person, class, sex, religion or race becomes the servant of
another.

14. Justice and Equality. Justice means the end of all
discrimination against individuals, and the equality of rights
and opportunities. It demands compensation for physical,
mental and social inequalities, and freedom from
dependence on either the owners of the means of production
or the holders of political power.

Equality is the expression of the equal value of all human
beings and the precondition for the free development of the
human personality. Basic economic, social and cultural
equality is essential for individual diversity and social
progress.

Freedom and equality are not contradictory. Equality is the
condition for the development of individual personality.
Equality and personal freedom are indivisible.

15. Solidarity is all-encompassing and global. It is the
practical expression of common humanity and of the sense
of compassion with the victims of injustice. Solidarity is
rightly stressed and celebrated by all major humanist
traditions. In the present era of unprecedented
interdependence between individuals and nations,
solidarity gains an enhanced significance since it is
imperative for human survival.

16. Democratic socialists attach equal importance to these
fundamental principles. They are interdependent. Each is a
prerequisite of the other. As opposed to this position,
Liberals and Conservatives have placed the main emphasis
on individual liberty at the expense of justice and solidarity
while Communists have claimed to achieve equality and
solidarity, but at the expense of freedom.

Democracy and Human Rights

17. The idea of democracy is based on the principles of
freedom and equality. Therefore, equal rights for men and
women - not only in theory, but also in practice, at work, in
the family and in all areas of social life - are part of the
socialist concept of society.

18. Democratic socialists strive to achieve equal rights for all
races, ethnic groups, nations and denominations. These
rights are seriously in question in many regions of the world
today.

19. Forms of democracy of course may vary. However, it is
only possible to speak of democracy if people have a free
choice between various political alternatives in the
framework of free elections; if there is a possibility for a
change of government by peaceful means based on the free

will of the people; if individual and minority rights are
guaranteed; and, if there is an independent judicial system
based on the rule of law impartially applied to all citizens.
Political democracy is an indispensable element of a socialist
society. Democratic socialism is a continuing process of
social and economic democratisation and of increasing
social justice.

20. Individual rights are fundamental to the values of
socialism. Democracy and human rights are also the
substance of popular power, and the indispensable
mechanism whereby people can control the economic
structures which have so long dominated them. Without
democracy, social policies cannot disguise the dictatorial
character of a government.

21. There can be no doubt that different cultures will develop
their own institutional forms of democracy. But whatever
form democracy assumes - nationally or internationally - it
must provide full rights for individuals and for organised

minority opinions. For socialists, democracy is of its very
nature pluralist, and this pluralism provides the best
guarantee of its vitality and creativity.

22. Freedom from arbitrary and dictatorial government is
essential. It constitutes the precondition whereby peoples
and societies can create a new and better world of peace and
international cooperation - a world in which political,
economic and social destinies will be democratically
determined.

The Nature of Socialism

23. Democratic socialists have arrived at the definition of
these values in many different ways. They originate in the
labour movement, popular liberation movements, cultural

Political democracy,
for socialists, is the

necessary framework
and precondition for

other rights and
liberties.
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traditions of mutual assistance, and communal solidarity in
many parts of the world. They have also gained from the
various humanist traditions of the world.

But although there are differences in their cultures and
ideologies, all socialists are united in their vision of a
peaceful and democratic world society combining freedom,
justice and solidarity.

24. The national struggles for democratic socialism in the
years to come will show differences in policy and
divergences on legislative provisions. These will reflect
different histories and the pluralism of varied societies.
Socialists do not claim to possess the blueprint for some final
and fixed society which cannot be changed, reformed or
further developed. In a movement committed to democratic
self-determination there will always be room for creativity
since each people and every generation must set its own
goals.

25. In addition to the principles which guide all democratic
socialists, there is a clear consensus among socialists on
fundamental values. Despite all diversity, it is common
ground that democracy and human rights are not simply
political means to socialist ends but the very substance of
those ends - a democratic economy and society.

26. Individual freedom and basic rights in society are the
preconditions of human dignity for all. These rights cannot
replace one another, nor can they be played off against each
other. Socialists protect the inalienable right to life and to
physical safety, to freedom of belief and free expression of
opinion, to freedom of association and to protection from
torture and degradation. Socialists are committed to achieve
freedom from hunger and want, genuine social security, and
the right to work.

27. Democratic socialism also means cultural democracy.
There must be equal rights and opportunities for the different
cultures within each society as well as equal access for
everyone to the national and global cultural heritage.

-----------------------

III PEACE

Peace - A Basic Value

28. Peace is the precondition of all our hopes. It is a basic
value of common interest to all political systems and
necessary for human society. War destroys human life and
the basis for social development. A nuclear holocaust could
spell the end of human life as we know it.

29. A lasting peace cannot be guaranteed through nuclear
deterrence nor through an arms race with conventional
forces. Therefore disarmament and new models of common
security are imperative.

30. What is now essential is the achievement, not merely of
military stability at the lowest possible level of defensive
weapon systems, but also a climate of mutual political
confidence. This can be developed through cooperation on
projects for our common future and a new emphasis on
peaceful competition between societies with different
political, economic and social structures.

31. Peace is more than the absence of war. It cannot be based
on fear or on ephemeral goodwill between the Superpowers.
The fundamental economic and social causes of international
conflict must be abolished by the achievement of global
justice and by the creation of new institutions for the peaceful
resolution of conflicts around the world.

32. The establishment of a New International Economic and
Political Order is an essential contribution to peace. This
should involve respect for national sovereignty and the right
to national self-government, negotiated settlement of conflict,
and suspension of arms supplies to the parties in conflict.
There must be both global and regional systems for
cooperation and peaceful conflict resolution in all parts of
the world. These could be brought about through the action
of the UN, complementing agreements between the
Superpowers.

33. Peace is equally a necessity within nations. Violent ways
of handling conflicts destroy opportunities for development
and human rights. Education for peace and disarmament
must be intensified.

34. The militarisation of relations between nations of the
South has become a serious threat to the future of humanity,
as are the tensions between East and West. In some cases
the major powers, with their tendency to globalise conflict,
have engaged in proxy struggles in countries of the South.
In others, the arms merchants of both East and West have
contributed to raising the level of violence in the South as
they sought political advantage or profit. It is undeniable
that every war in the past four decades has been fought in
those regions of the world. Social, economic and other
causes of conflict in the South must be eliminated.

Initiatives for Peace

35. Democratic socialists reject a world order in which there
is an armed peace between East and West but constant
bloodshed in developing countries. Peacekeeping efforts
must focus upon putting an end to these confrontations.
Europe has a unique role in this process. For decades it has
been the most likely battlefield for armed conflict between
East and West. Europe can now become the area in which a
new climate of mutual trust and restraint can develop and
grow.

36. Initiatives for peace require that different socio-economic
systems and nations cooperate with one another on projects
for confidence building and disarmament, justice in the

cont’d on next page
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South and protection of the planet’s biosphere. At the same
time, they should engage in peaceful competition in the
fields of wealth creation, welfare and solidarity. Societies
should be prepared to learn from one another. It must
become the norm for the different systems to trade, negotiate
and work together. There should also be a place for frank and
open exchange of views, in particular where issues of human
rights and peace are at stake.

37. East-West cooperation in the common struggle to close
the gap between North and South and for the protection of
the environment are perhaps the areas of greatest potential
for fruitful action to build human solidarity regardless of
frontiers and blocs.

-----------------------

IV. NORTH AND SOUTH

Globalisation

38. Recent decades have been characterised by an
accelerating internationalisation of world affairs, or
globalisation. Oil shocks, exchange rate fluctuations and
stock market crashes are directly transmitted between the
world’s economies, North and South. New information
technologies disseminate a mass culture to every corner of
the world. Financial decisions by multinational corporations
can have far-reaching effects overnight. National and
international conflicts are generating huge and growing
refugee movements of continental and intercontinental
dimensions.

39. Further, globalisation of the international economy has
shattered the bipolar division of the world which dominated
the era of the Cold War. New industrial powers have emerged
in the Pacific rim and, until recent setbacks, the rapidly
developing Latin American nations. There are also new
international forces such as China and the Non-Aligned
Movement. Interdependence is a reality. It is more important
than ever to establish multilateral institutions with a more
equal role for the South under the aegis of the UN.

40. At a global level, economic crisis and conservative
deflationary policies have brought the return of mass
unemployment to many of the advanced economies. They
have also had a destructive effect on poor countries. They
have wiped out export markets, sharpened the debt crisis and
undone progress already made. At the same time, such
regress in the South, combined with the necessity to service
enormous debts, closed huge potential markets to the North.
Thus the declining living standards of the debtor nations
became a factor promoting unemployment in the creditor
nations.

41. A transformed global economy must involve the growth
centres of the South in a radically new way if it is to advance
the development of either South or North. Programmes to
stimulate economic and social development in the South can

and must become a vehicle for stimulating the world
economy as a whole. Such issues must feature as integral
parts of global macro-economic strategies.

42. In Africa, the continuation of the apartheid regime in
South Africa is not only a crime against the majority of the
people of that nation but has subverted the economic efforts
of the Front Line States and had a negative impact throughout
the entire continent. There, as elsewhere, the fight for human
rights and democracy goes hand in hand with the battle for
economic and social justice.

43. Africa and Latin America are in particular faced with an
intolerable debt problem which precludes the investments
and imports which are needed to ensure development and
provide jobs for rapidly growing populations. Global action
to alleviate the debt burden is a precondition for progress. It
must be a central goal of East-West cooperation in the
common search for North-South justice.

The Environmental Challenge

44. A critical and fundamental challenge of worldwide
dimensions is the crisis of the environment. ln both the North
and the South, the ecological balance is jeopardised. Every
year, animal and plant species are being exterminated while
there is increasing evidence of a depletion of the ozone layer.
In the North, irresponsible industrialism destroys forest areas;
in the South, the rain forests which are vital to the survival of
the whole world are shrinking with alarming speed. In the
rich countries, soil pollution is increasing. In the poor
countries, deserts are encroaching upon civilisation.
Everywhere clean water is in short supply.

45. Since environmental destruction extends across national
frontiers, environmental protection must be international. It
is, above all, a question of maintaining the relations between
natural cycles, since ecological protection is always more
economical and more responsible than environmental
renovation. The best and cheapest solutions to the crisis are
those that change the basic framework of production and
consumption so that environmental damage does not occur
in the first place.

46. We advocate joint international efforts to replace all
environmentally damaging products and processes by
alternatives which enhance nature. The transfer of
technology from North to South must not be allowed to
become a matter of exporting ecologically unacceptable
systems, or the toxic wastes of rich economies. Renewable
energy sources and decentralised supply structures should be
encouraged in both North and South. Moreover, there must
be an international early warning system to identify
environmental threats and catastrophes which cross national
frontiers.

47. These environmental problems affect the whole world
community as well as doing harm to the developing
countries. Without multilateral assistance and cooperation,
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poor nations cannot solve them. For these reasons it is crucial
to achieve a substantial transfer of resources through
development aid.

48. Such policies are compatible with qualitative economic
growth, in the North and South, in order to meet the social
and economic responsibilities of the future. Social investment
in ecological reconstruction - which many experts count as
an expenditure without benefits and which is not computed
as part of the Gross National Product - is one of the most
positive investments a society can possibly make.

Social Control of Technological Development

49. The technological revolution which has already begun in
the advanced industrial economies will profoundly change
the conditions of the environment and resource management
within the life-time of the present generation. Moreover, the
impact of this change will be experienced worldwide. Micro-
electronics, robotics, weapons technology, bio-engineering -
plus innovations which are not yet dreamed of - will
transform the circumstances of both individuals and the
structures of society in the world as a whole.

50. Technology is not simply a matter of objective science or
inanimate machines. It is always guided by particular
interests and designed according to human values, whether
implicit or explicit. It has to be brought under social control
in order to use the positive opportunities offered by new
technologies for humankind, to minimise the risks and the
dangers of uncontrolled developments and to prevent
socially unacceptable technologies.

51. Social progress requires, and inspires, technological
progress. What is needed is technology appropriate to the
different conditions, experiences and levels of development
prevailing in the North and in the South. There must be a
substantial transfer of suitable technology - and of basic
technological know-how - between North and South. The
North has much to learn from the experience of the South,
especially its use of low-waste technologies. There should be
social dialogue, and democratic political control of the
context in which new technologies are introduced. This
should ensure that their availability:

- contributes to autonomous development in the countries of
the South, mobilising their resources rather than wasting
them, and creating new jobs rather than increasing
unemployment;

- humanises labour, promotes human health, and enhances
safety in the workplace;

- facilitates economic rights and increases the scope for
popular decision-making in working life.

52. In order to ensure that these standards are met throughout
the world there must be institutions and procedures for
assessment of technology. Innovation should be introduced

in accordance with social needs and priorities as expressed
through democratic debate and decision-making.

53. Manipulation of human genetic material and exploitation
of women through new reproductive technologies must be
prevented. Likewise ways must be found to protect humanity
from nuclear danger and chemical risk.

Disarmament and Development

54. Disarmament agreements between the Superpowers will
do more than remove the threat of annihilation from the
planet. With such agreements in place, many of the resources
now wasted on thermonuclear, chemical, biological and
conventional weapons could be released for investment in
economic and social development programmes in the South.
Disarmament between the East and West should be linked
with programmes for justice between the North and South.

55. A proportion of the substantial funds which the highly
industrialised countries of the West and the East would save
as a result of negotiated disarmament should be utilised to
create a multinational fund to promote a secure and
sustainable development in the countries of the South.

-----------------------

V. SHAPING THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

Political and Economic Democracy

56. Recent events have made the achievement of political,
economic and social democracy on a world scale more
feasible than ever before. Democracy represents the prime
means for popular control and humanisation of the otherwise
uncontrolled forces which a re re-shaping our planet without
regard for its survival.

57. Human rights include economic and social rights; the
right to form trade unions and to strike; the right to social
security and welfare for all, including the protection of
mothers and children; the right to education, training and
leisure; the right to decent housing in a liveable environment,
and the right to economic security. Crucially, there is the right
to both full and useful employment in an adequately
rewarded job. Unemployment undermines human dignity,
threatens social stability and wastes the world’s most
valuable resource.

58. Economic rights must not be considered as benefits paid
to passive individuals lacking in initiative, but as a necessary
base from which to secure the active participation of all
citizens in a project for society. This is not a matter of
subsidising those on the fringe of society, but of creating the
conditions for an integrated society with social welfare for all
people.

59. Democratic socialism today is based on the same values
on which it was founded. But they must be formulated
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critically, both assimilating past experience and looking
ahead to the future. For instance, experience has shown that
while nationalisation in some circumstances may be
necessary, it is not by itself a sovereign remedy for social ills.
Likewise, economic growth can often be destructive and
divisive, especially where private interests evade their social
and ecological responsibility. Neither private nor State
ownership by themselves guarantee either economic
efficiency or social justice.

60. The democratic socialist movement continues to
advocate both socialisation and public property within the
framework of a mixed economy. It is clear that the
internationalisation of the economy and the global
technological revolution make democratic control
more important than ever. But social control of the
economy is a goal that can be achieved through
a wide range of economic means according
to time and place, including:

- democratic, participative and
decentralised production policies;
public supervision of investment;
protection of the public and social
interest; and socialisation of the costs
and benefits of economic change;

- worker participation and joint
decision-making at company and
workplace level as well as union
involvement in the determination of
national economic policy;

- self-managed cooperatives of workers and
farmers;

- public enterprises, with democratic forms of control and
decision-making where this is necessary to enable
governments to realise social and economic priorities;

- democratisation of the institutions of the world financial
and economic system to allow full participation by all
countries;

- international control and monitoring of the activities of
transnational corporations, including cross-frontier trade
union rights within such corporations.

61. There is no single or fixed model for economic
democracy and there is room for bold experimentation in
different countries. But the underlying principle is clear - not
simply formal, legal control by the State, but substantial
involvement by workers themselves and by their
communities in economic decision-making. This principle
must apply both nationally and internationally.

62. In societies structured in this fashion, and committed to
genuine economic and social equality, markets can and must
function as a dynamic way of promoting innovation and

signalling the desires of consumers through the economy as
a whole. Markets should not be dominated by big business
power, and manipulated by misinformation.

63. The concentration of economic power in few private
hands must be replaced by a different order in which each
person is entitled - as citizen, consumer or wage-earner - to
influence the direction and distribution of production, the
shaping of the means of production, and the conditions of
working life. This will come about by involvement of the
citizen in economic policies, by guaranteeing wage earners
an influence in their workplace, by fostering open and
accountable competition both domestically and

internationally and by strengthening the position
of consumers relative to producers.

64. A democratic society must
compensate for the defects of

even the most responsible
market systems.
Government must not
function simply as the
repair shop for the
damage brought about
by market inadequacies
or the uncontrolled
application of new
technologies. Rather the

State must regulate the
market in the interests of

the people and obtain for
all workers the benefits of

technology, both in work
experience and through the

growth of leisure time and meaningful
possibilities for individual development.

Culture and Society

65. Education is crucial for the development of a modern,
democratic and tolerant society. The goals of education
which we advocate, are:

- information, learning and knowledge;

- the passing of a spiritual and cultural heritage from
generation to generation;

- the preparation of the individual for life within society on
the basis of equal opportunity for all;

- helping each individual to develop his full personal
potential.

66. The values of freedom, social justice, solidarity and
tolerance must be central messages in the process of
education.

The democratic
socialist mo vement
contin ues to
advocate both
socialisation and
pub lic pr oper ty
within the frame work
of a mix ed econom y.
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We advocate tolerance and cooperation between different
groups in multicultural societies. Cultural diversity enriches
rather than endangers our societies. Cultural uniformity is a
threat to freedom and democracy.

67. Special attention must be given to the relations between
different generations. Elderly people in particular need the
respect and support of the young. They need a guaranteed
income through social security and public pension, homes
and nursing in the community, room for cultural and social
activities, and the right to live their old age in dignity.

The Role of Men and Women in Modern Society

68. Inequality between men and women is the most
pervasive form of oppression in human history. It may be
traced almost to the origin of the species itself and has
persisted in almost every socio-economic order to the present
time.

69. Recent years have seen a new surge of feminist
consciousness, both within and outside the socialist
movement, leading to the emergence of one of the most
important social movements of our time. In part, the renewal
of feminism occurred as the women of the most advanced
welfare States came to realise that, despite the progress made
in many fields, they were still often relegated to subordinate
positions in occupational and political structures.

70. The social costs of economic crises, at national and
international levels, have been borne to a disproportionate
degree by women. Poverty, unemployment, homelessness
and low-wage exploitation have all contributed to this effect.
In some areas of the South, the overcoming of patriarchal
attitudes is a fundamental precondition for both the
vindication of the rights of women and the achievement of
sustainable economic development.

71. The Socialist International supports the struggle of
women for equal rights and opportunities everywhere in the
world. In some countries there has been progress, while in
others the struggle for equality is only beginning. Equality
and justice for women is a crucial element of a just and
peaceful world. The UN has played an important role in
facilitating the emergence of a global feminist consciousness
which links the women of the South and the North.

72. The Socialist International specifically endorses the
following measures:

- legislation and positive action programmes which
guarantee full equality between men and women;

- support for programmes to promote education, vocational
training and professional integration for girls and women;

- legislation to ensure equal pay for work of equal value;

- dissemination of information and practical assistance for
family planning;

- good facilities for child care;

- public backing for full and equal participation of women in
the social and political activities of every country by positive
steps which ensure women’s representation at all levels of
decision making.

73. Women constitute slightly more than half of the
population on our planet. Justice and equality for them is a
sine qua non of international justice and equality.

A New International Culture for Political Dialogue

74. The increasing interdependence of the world leaves little
space for fundamentalist controversies and hostilities.
Common survival and development demand both
cooperation and civilised forms of dispute even between
antagonistic political forces and ideas. We therefore reject
and condemn any form of religious or political
fundamentalism.

75. Communism has lost the appeal that it once had to parts
of the labour movement or to some intellectuals after the
October Revolution or during the struggle against fascism.

The crimes of stalinism, mass persecution and the violation of
human rights, as well as unsolved economic problems, have
undermined the idea of communism as an alternative to
democratic socialism or as a model for the future.

76. The Socialist International supports all efforts aimed at
the transformation of communist societies through
liberalisation and democratisation. The same support must
apply to the development of decentralised market
mechanisms, struggles against bureaucratisation and
corruption and, above all, the realisation that human rights
and political openness are important elements of a dynamic
and progressive society.

77. Detente, international cooperation and peaceful
competition create an atmosphere in which the most
promising of the present initiatives may prosper. The Socialist
International wants to promote a culture of international
dialogue. All sides must cooperate in mutual trust where
there are basic common interests, and argue openly and
frankly where the commitment to human rights, democracy
and pluralism is at stake. Socialists want to play a prominent
role in that dialogue.

A New Model for Growth

78. In order to generate employment and prosperity all across
the world, there is a need for ecologically balanced
development. Growth which is not designed to meet
ecological and social imperatives runs counter to progress,
since it will cause environmental damage and destroy jobs.
The market system alone can never ensure the attainment of
the social goals of economic growth. It is the legitimate
function of democratic economic policy to promote
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development which opens up future opportunities while
improving the quality of life.

79. To achieve these objectives on a global basis, it is
imperative to establish a genuinely new international
economic order. This must reconcile the interests of both
industrialised and developing countries. A fundamental
reform of financial relations must create the conditions for
international economic cooperation. A more equitable
international economic order is necessary not only for
reasons of solidarity, but also in order to create a more
efficient, productive and balanced world economy.

80. The priority in the case of international debt must be to
write down, write off or capitalise the debts of the poorer
countries. Institutional arrangements are needed to stabilise
both the terms of trade and the export earnings of the
countries of the South by establishing internationally
supported commodity funds. The North must open its
markets to the products of the South, and end its policy of
subsidising exports from the North.

81. As productivity rapidly increases due to new
technologies, it is also necessary to redefine working life. The
aim must be to humanise working conditions by both
appropriate production technologies and workers’
participation. Employment should be created by investment
in social services and in environmental reconstruction, as
well as by public spending on the development of new
technologies and on improving infrastructure. By contrast,
conservative economic policies in many industrialised
countries have allowed for mass unemployment, thus
jeopardising social justice and security, and giving rise to
new manifestations of poverty in the rich world. It is of
paramount importance that governments take on in practice
their overall responsibility to provide for full employment.

82. In many cases, a reduction of working hours can help
achieve a fair distribution of both paid jobs and work at home
between men and women. It also increases the leisure time
of workers, farmers and employees, thus giving them more
time for other activities.

Solidarity between North and South

83. Economic development is unquestionably a priority for
the South. This is not to say that there is a simple formula for
ending poverty in the developing countries, be it socialist in
origin or not. Economies need a reduction in trade barriers,
improved access to markets and the transfer of technology.
They need the opportunity to develop their own scientific
resources - for example, in the area of biotechnology - and to
end dependence on second-hand technologies.

84. Where the poorer countries are concerned, traditional
development assistance remains vital. Many of them, in
different regions of the world, need land reforms, incentives
to farmers to achieve a sustained food supply, and support for
cooperative traditions within their rural cultures. But,

increased food production alone will not end hunger and
famine. Sadly, in some cases, an increase in export
agriculture can destroy traditional patterns of food supply, at
one and the same time adding to farm output and hunger. It
must be the task of the political system to guarantee both the
right to food and employment.

85. The debt crisis has led to a net financial flow away from
developing countries to industrialised ones. The UN
development target of 0.7% of GNP in official development
assistance, which is twice the current rate, must be achieved
without delay. Internationally coordinated efforts are urgently
needed to alleviate the burden of the external debt of
developing countries.

86. Programmes of cooperation with the South must support
development goals which relate to economic growth as well
as a fair distribution of income. Aid programmes must focus
on the development of the poorest groups. They should help
to transform stultifying social structures and improve the
situation of women in society. Specific programmes for
children are of the greatest importance. Assistance through
cooperatives and popular movements serves to promote
democratic development.

87. A broadly based approach to development is also an
important factor in stemming the massive tide of migration to
the big cities of the South, many of which are threatened by
uncontrollable population growth and are becoming huge
megapolitan slums.

88. Enhanced South-South relations form an important path
for economic progress. A substantial growth in trade between
the nations of the South will contribute to their well-being
and will enhance their prospects of dealing with the crises
which arise fro m dramatic changes in production and
occupational structures. Close economic links and rapidly
growing markets in the developing world are a vital
prerequisite of any positive development of the world
economy.

89. An open world economy can stimulate development in
the South. But it can also bring vulnerability. Thus, the North
should not pursue economic and trade policies which
impose drastic reductions in living standards and erode the
bases of stable democracy.

90. Inequality and dictatorship are the enemies not only of
human rights, but also of genuine development. Social and
economic democracy cannot be regarded as luxuries which
only the rich countries can afford. Rather, they are necessary
for any country to make progress on the road of
development. That is why the strengthening of democratic
socialism in the South is so crucial. In this context the recent
expansion of the Socialist International in the South,
especially in Latin America and the Caribbean, is a good
omen for both North and South alike.

91. Ending poverty in the South is also a common project for
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Make checks payable to:
Religious Socialism, 1 Maolis Rd, Nahant MA 01908 

NAME:

STREET:

CITY/STATE/ZIP+4:

PHONE:

[ ] I am a member of DSA.
[ ] I would like membership information about DSA.

...is the onl y periodical dedicated to people of 
faith and socialism in Nor th America.

This is a:
[ ] Renewal subscription - $10
[ ] New subscription - $10
[ ] Change of Address

Enclosed is:
[ ] $10 Regular, 1 year (4 issues)
[ ] $15 Sustaining (includes DSA

Commission Membership*)
[ ] $12 Special DSA Commission Membership* 

(includes 1 year sub)
[ ] $12 Canadian, 1 year
[ ] $15 Foreign, 1 year 

*DSA membership required
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the North. It can promote disarmament, and create both
wealth and jobs in the advanced as well as the developing
countries. This is central to the strategy of socialists in dealing
with wide-ranging economic change during a period of crisis
and transition at world level. It is also an integral part of
democratic socialist proposals for new economic and social
structures which can bring the world peacefully and
prosperously into the 21st century.

VI. WITH THE SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL
TOWARDS A DEMOCRATIC WORLD SOCIETY

The Unity of International Socialism

92. At a time of rapid internationalisation, the goals of
democratic socialism cannot be attained in just a few
countries. The fate of people living in many different parts of
the world is more interlinked than ever before. The various
socialist parties of the world must therefore work together,
both in their individual national interest and in their common
international interest. The Socialist International, whose
history dates back to 1864, was re-established in 1951 to
serve this purpose.

93. Although it unites movements with long-standing
national histories, the Socialist International is not a
supranational, centralised organisation. It is an association of
independent parties with common principles whose
representatives want to learn from one another, jointly
promote socialist ideas and work towards this objective at
international level.

94. The purpose of the International is to facilitate this work
of solidarity and cooperation, while being aware of the fact
that there are different ways of promoting the basic values of
a pluralist democratic socialism in different societies. Each
member party is itself responsible for the manner in which it
puts the decisions of the Socialist International into effect in
its own country.



20 Religious Socialism • Summer 2000
governments and citizens of various nations can work
effectively together in pursuit of common international goals.

99. It is unrealistic to assume that justice and peace can be
legislated in a world of fundamental inequality where many
millions barely cling to life while a favoured few enjoy a
standard beyond the dreams of most of their fellow human
beings. Socialist struggles in the original capitalist nations
made gains in welfare and solidarity, which in turn made the
extension of democracy possible in individual countries.
Likewise the work of abolishing international inequality will
be a crucial step forward on the road to a democratic world
society.

100. There is no illusion that this ideal can be quickly
accomplished. However, the creation of a pluralist and
democratic world, based on consensus and cooperation, is a
necessary condition for the advance of humankind. This is
both a challenge and an enormous opportunity. The Socialist
International is ready to meet the challenge and to strive for
a world in which our children can live and work in peace, in
freedom, in solidarity and humanity.

We are confident that the strength of our principles, the force
of our arguments and the idealism of our supporters will
contribute to shaping a democratic socialist future into the
21st century. We invite all men and women to join us in this
endeavour. 
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95. In recent years, the membership of the Socialist
International has become more genuinely international, with
very marked growth in Latin America and the Caribbean, and
new members in other continents. It is the goal of the
Socialist International to cooperate with all democratic
socialist movements throughout the world.

96. Since the Frankfurt Declaration of the Socialist
International in 1951, the world has become closer in
economic and social terms, but not in terms of democratic
community and solidarity. It is now clear that the socialist
movement - as it looks towards the 21st century - is
becoming more truly internationalist in outlook and in
practice.

A New Democratic Order

97. The international challenge is nothing less than the
beginning of a new, democratic world society. We cannot
allow blocs, nations and private corporations to shape the
political structure of the planet as a mere by-product of their
own self-interest.

98. Strengthening the United Nations is an important step in
the creation of this new, democratic world society. Where
there is a consensus among the major nations, significant
peace-making and peace-keeping initiatives are possible.
The UN specialised agencies, like the WHO, and UN organs
like UNDP and UNICEF, have demonstrated that the


